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Pop Art Illustrations  

Project Description and Objective 
The pop art illustrations are creations that are dedicated to different varieties of 
printed media. The majority of the work lends itself to publication illustrations 
for editorial work. The work can also be applied to advertising for brand identity 
or pinpointed for specific advertising campaigns. The objective is to showcase 
my illustrative talents that are marketable for commercial use and promotion of 
product materials.   

Development Process and Specification 
My process of illustrating has changed from previous years from working in a 
very traditional methodology, to a 100% digital process. Thumbnail sketches are 
small windows of ideas for placement of illustrations that evenly balance 
themselves with in the a design layout. They are instrumental guides in 
constructing my illustrations. Using the thumbnails I can take the next step of 
refining them into a “tight sketch” which is a more refined composition of my 
ideas, to the final illustration and color considerations.   
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Little Mel Book Illustration 

Project Description and Objective 
A book publication project for a first time children's book writer named Robert 
Damisch. The book features twenty six pages of colorful illustrations of the 
young African American girl, traveling through her neighborhood, motivated to 
change the world in just a single day. The objective of this project was to 
establish Little Mel’s look and introduce her to new readers. The author looked 
to capture readers from ages 3 to 11. Ultimately we wanted to get a self 
published publication out on an Amazon books platform for sale. The projected 
marketing and popularity of the story, along with the character, would lead to 
more projects and other forms of media we could apply our work to.    

Development Process and Specification 
The author and I both share a similar background and demographic. We agreed 
that a African American kids book character, developed from our imaginations 
could be created for a mainstream audience. I was tasked to develop a very 
specific look for Little Mel that made her look playful, open to new possibilities 
and discoveries, helpful to others, and relate-able to all kids; no matter their 
demographic. I sourced other children's books in the development process, like 
The Bernstein Bears. She was sketched out several times traditionally and 
further implemented in my digital process. Clip Studios Paint has become my 
industry choice for drawing out characters on a digital canvas. I continue to use 
Adobe Photoshop as my primary source for coloring the book.    



Lee Johnson 
Design Narratives 

Design Narrative 
Girl You Are Magic Book Illustration 

Project Description and Objective 
This project was my second children's book illustration I have ever completed. 
The book is a collaborative effort of the author, a graphic designer, and myself 
as the illustrator. It is a mini book developed as an empowering tool for young 
girls who are starting to think about their potential impact and possibilities of 
influence on the world. Written as a poem originally for the authors daughter, 
the literary work would later stand as the books structure. The goal of this work 
was to have an established story with matching illustrations to carry it to 
publishing and print release. 

Development Process and Specification 
Using the description of the authors vision and story I worked out a general 
design of the main character. She would be a female in her teens and favor a 
few of the authors own characteristics. In the development I gave the author 
three style selections to choose from that could be used for the book. Once we 
established the illustrative voice of the work, color considerations were 
discussed. Royal purple and yellow became the decided options for the cover 
and the character. The core work was done traditionally with pencil and later 
inked. I transfered the drawings into Adobe Illustrator for vectoring the line art, 
and then later applied color, in Adobe Photo-shop. I finalized each page of 
illustrative work and released the work to the graphic designer for layout 
placement for typography.    



Lee Johnson 
Design Narratives 

Lee Johnson 
Design Narratives 

Design Narrative 
Graphic Novel Illustrations  

Project Description and Objective 
The graphic novel cover pieces and panels, are work samples for future projects 
that will lead to potential publications. The art concepts are two separate series 
one based off personal stories developed by myself and my brother. The Gods 
Map cover, will be used for the sample graphic novel piece for first time author 
Yvette Kendall’s; novel series of the same title. The goal is to showcase my love 
for comic book artwork and stories. The overall objective is to start a digital 
series for web consumption and a printed version for all other outlets.    

Development Process and Specification 
The Gods Map title has a accelerated production time-line as the first book of 
the science fiction series will be released within 2019. The author has a very 
descriptive outlook for each of the characters. The cover showcases the main 
character of the book who is the central part of the story. My intended outcome 
for the cover is to pull in the audience, with the main character centered on the 
page. The surrounding images are aspects of the first few chapters of the book. 
The Natura cover is a personal project that has been in development for years 
due to rewrites of story lines and character designs. My cover showcases the 
main character and the secondary character from my original story line. I have 
been a huge fan of DC comics Swamp Thing. This is my version of him with a 
different back story. My desire is to potentially have the series be picked up by 
a major publishing company.   
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6/7 Design Group Studio

Project Description and Objective 
This is a project sampler of the stationary material for a design studio firm I am 
developing that will handle projects for my graphic design and illustration 
clients. The objective is to have in place, workable documents ready usage and 
distribution such as invoices, memo pads, notices, formal letters, postage, 
letteheads, and business cards.
 
Development Process and Specification 
The use of the 6 and 7 are plays off my actual personal size, since I am the 
studios founding member. The numbers also are a connection to the Caribbean 
song by Harry Belafonte “Day-O” Where the song speaks about stacking banana 
bunches 6 foot and 7 foot tall. The logo type is a condensed Univers font which 
is a favorite type of mine. The condensed look makes the design appear taller 
which is a playful relation to myself also. The choice of red and blue are primari-
ly a exploration in trying out color theories and meanings. I believe the blue is a 
great color for business and the red provides an indication of passion; both 
qualities this studio will have. 
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Cook book Publication 

Project Description and Objective 
This project is a practice in working with design layouts and compositions that 
are connected to other materials related to branding. This studio project 
required me to locate a local business owner that sells goods out of the towns 
local farmer market, and produce a mock cookbook and brand identity campaign 
to advertise food dishes based off the growers produce. Along with the cook 
book of recipes, a restaurant based off the growers personality and aesthetic 
would serve as the back drop to the restaurants overall voice and appeal. The 
objective was to produce each item as a full package brand identity campaign. 
The main featured item would be the chef’s cook book. The cook book was a 15 
page spread that included the history of the farmer, what crops they produce, 
and recipes. The restaurant portion required a brand logo with supporting 
graphics that help solidify the design of the menus and the overall look of the 
establishment. Secondary signage was also required during the presentation 
portion to sell the narrative of the complete design campaign.      

Development Process and Specification 
My process for this required me to make several trips to the farmers market that 
was only open on Saturday mornings here in Savannah. Clark and Son’s farming 
was identified as my client. I spoke with the farm hand Joe, who is a main 
participant of the market weekly. He gave me access to the Clark family and Mr 
Clark himself. After speaking with Mr. Clark to explain the assignments task he 
identified the growing practices passed down from his father and grandfather 
who previously owned the farm. Mr Clark explained that he was a fifth genera-
tion farmer with hopes of passing the farm down to his son’s who are both in 
college seeking argicultural degrees to help with the farming. 

Using the information provided by Mr. Clark I searched his Facebook account for 
photos of the farm and his father, along with pictures from the farmers market 
of Joe. The theme of the identity was based upon the new generation of grow-
ers. The 6th generation of growers would be Mr Clark's sons. The name Sixth 
Seed was developed and implemented as a logo and aesthetic of the branding. 
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Black Lotus Clothing Company Brand Identity

Project Description and Objective 
The founder of this brand hired me to design a logo that would be universally 
recognized as their brands symbolism. The logo design is a mix of a simplified 
two shape design of a lotus flower. It features a triangle behind the design 
which serves at a indicator for the strength behind the brand. The triangle is 
regarded as the strongest natural form in nature. The objective was to create 
something timeless with many possible abilities to be versatile with the logos 
usage. It needed to fit on hats and clothing alike as center piece to any addition-
al typography. 

Development Process and Specification 
My client requested that I sample early Asian styles of print blocks along with 
urban clothing brands such as Supreme. The idea was to make sure that we 
connected to the urban demographic featured in the sample photos because this 
brand would be marketed and advertised to those consumers on a retail sales 
platform. Currently Black Lotus has establish mass production of several shirts, 
hats, and coats. 
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Beard Oil Package Design 

Project Description and Objective 
This project was an exercise in constructing product packaging and creating a 
design that will be featured on the package. The objective was to find an 
existing product with very bad packaging or labeling and modify the design to 
create a new aesthetic. The completed piece must be photographed in a appro-
priate location that the product could be seen in use. 

Development Process and Specification 
In the planning phase of this project I sought out Love Char who is a model that 
owns her own beard oil products which she manufacturers and distributes on 
Esty. Her original design was very basic in design and required a update to the 
labeling. I purchased the product and figured out what size box would be appro-
priate to house a 6 oz bottle of oil. A paper rough mock up was constructed and 
later improved. My plan was to use a styrofoam block as the interior housing for 
the box. I hollowed out the measured dimensions of the bottle, and later 
constructed the container around my template of the actual size box. I felt a 
light tan cardboard texture would be appropriate for the feel of the brand. I 
stayed consistent with the color scheme of forest green and white as a compli-
ment to the tan container. The idea was to connect the look of the brand with a 
barber shop appeal since the product is associated with hair. 

The label would have a information on the bottle itself that matched the pack-
ages exterior. The exterior label broke down into different parts. One was the 
flap label, the second was the box wrap with the main contents title and logo on 
the front, and  hemp style rope with beads to secure the box closes. 
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Gent Fashion Magazine Publication 

Project Description and Objective 
Another project that centered around the use of type and image. The objective 
of this project is to design a magazine publication from scratch. The magazine 
can be created from any type of social or enterainment industry. It must have an 
original title, and must feature a table of contents page and two main article 
spreads. The imagery must work within the type and the use of a grid must be 
obvious to

Development Process and Specification 
The subject matter I wanted to feature in my magazine design on men’s fashion. 
Having subscriptions to Mens health magazine, I loved the variety of articles 
that gave the reader more content to read beside just health tips. The logo mast 
head featured, was a design created from scratch that read well with the cover. 
The photo used was sourced from my co worker who is a part time model and 
actor. The cover once completed, was a strong replica that was mistaken for a 
actual publicized magazine. The featured articles I outsourced were from a 
roommate, who was into urban fashion. His style and back story were featured 
on the spreads. The content page has two different versions which I had specific 
troubling using.    


